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Diſcoveries in Nature which 
THEIR ILLUSTRIOUS MEMBERS 
have made and publiſhed for 
near aincty Years ſince their In- 
ſtitution: Whereby they have 
not only advanced many com- 
modious and entertaining Arts 

and 


— — ̃ öͤLRzZ OO I — 


and Sciences; but alſo improv- 
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all Things 
: - 
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Moſt humble Admirer, 


THoMas PRINCE. 
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Sd 34. 34. 46 


He turneth Rivers into a Wilderneſs, and the 
Water-Springs into dry Ground: A fruitful 
Land into Barrennefs, for the Wickedneſs of 
them that dwell therein. He turneth the 
Wilderneſs into a ſtanding Water, and dry 
Ground into Water-Springs. 


ARS there are /wvo Sorts of Creatures in this viſi- 
ae ble World in general, viz. (I.) Material, as 
the Elements, Sc. (2.) Moral, as the Race of 
& Men, who are capable of forming ſome Con- 

ception of the Being, Perfections, Operati- 
ons, Works, Deſigns and Will of God ; ſo there muſt 
needs be a twofold Government of their Creator over them, 
agreeable to their different Natures, v/z. (1.) Phy/ical or 
Natural; and (2.) Meral. 

The Phyſical or Natural Governmentof God isexerciſed 
in his continual ordering all material Subſtances and what- 
ever is formed of them, in the main, according to thoſe par- 
ticular Methods which he ſees moſt proper for the Accom- 
pliſhment of all thoſe wiſe Deſigns for which he at firſt 
created them. Thus he continually cauſes the Sun and 
fixed Stars to ſend forth their Rays, the Moon and other 


Planets to reflect them, or ws Rays themſelves to fly 4 
t 
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the Revolutions of Day and Night, and the ſeveral Seaſons 
of the Year ; with various Sorts of Attractions, Cohæ- 
rences, Repulſions, Aſcenſions and Deſcenſions, and other 
Operations among the Elements ; the wondrous Forma- 
tions, Growings and Fruitfulne's of a great Variety of 
Plants and Animals; the more wondrous Unions of ſpi- 
ritual Subſtances to material Bodies, with their various Fa- 
culties, Powers and mutual Influences; the Preſervation, 
Increaſe, and Decay of thoſe Powers, with the Conti- 
nuance and Diſſolution of thoſe Unions, &c. and all theſe 
for a vaſt Variety of extenſive and wiſe Deſigns, in conti- 
nual Succeſſion, as long as he ſees proper. 

In ſuch Things as theſe does the Phyſical or Natural Go- 
vernment of Gop conliſt. And as every Action and Ef- 
fect of his have their moſt fitting Place in his univerſal 
Syſtem, and he is every where equally always preſent ; 
it ſeems moſt likely, that in every Action and Effect, he 
always has a perfect View to every other Action and Ef- 
fe, both paſt, preſent, and to come, throughout the Uni- 
verſe. 

But his moral Government in this lower T/orld, is his 
accommodating all his Operations, even among material 
Subſtances, to the moral Nature of Man; the principal 
Creature he has produced therein, and for whoſe imme- 
diate Uſc he has chiefly made the Earth itſelf, with all the 
Elements, Plants, brutal Animals, and other Creatures ; 
given and continues to them their various Natures, Forms 
and Virtues : And for the Sake of Man, immediately and 
chiefly, next to his own Glory, it is, that he therefore 
excrciſes even his natural Government above deſcribed, 

In his moral Government, I would ſay, he acts accord- 
ing to the moral Nature, Faculties, and Powers of Men; 
whom he has made to be moral Agents, capable of ſome 
Knowledge of Him, of his Being, Perfections, Works, De- 
ſigns, Will, and Government; who are therefore under 
indiſpenſible Obligations of paying him a ſuitable Reſpect, 
and muſt therefore be accountable to him; muſt be 
wicked, guilty and expoſed to Puniſhment when they do 
not yield him that Reſpect they owe him; and when 
they humble themſelves before him, through the Media- 
tion of His SON, and his boundleſs Grace, may hope to 


ſee, ſooner or later, the Tokens of his undeſerved Mercy 
and Benignity. 


I And, 
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And both this natural and moral Government of Gon, 
is abundantly obſerved in Scripture, in this Book of Pſalms 
eſpecially, and in particular in the /7ords before us. 

I.] ili: H, Government; in ws contrary Kinds of 
p. ovicetitial Operations, iz. 

1. In bringing grievous Droughts on a Land. Ver. 
33,34, He turneth Rivers into a Wilderneſs, and the Ii u- 
ter-Springs into dry Ground : A fruitſul Land into Barrenneſs. 
1. e. By drying up the Brooks and Rivers, he turns the 
Channels where they flowed, into filent, ſolitary, and 
empty Spaces, like a Wildnerneſs : By exhauſting the 
Springs of Water, he turns their Places into Ground en- 
tirely diy; and by ſuch a Drought, he turns a fruitful Land 
into a State of Barrenneſs. 

2. In changing his providential Operation to quite the 
contrary, by giving plenteous and reviving Rains, Ver. 
35. He turneth the Wilderneſs into a flanding Water, and 
dry Ground into Mater-Springs. i. e. By bringing on abun— 
dant Showers, and therewith filling every vacant Place, 
and covering the lower Grounds, he turns a great Part of 
the Land which was like a parched Milder neſs, into the 
Appearance of Pool of Water; and the Ground which was 
entirely dry, he fills again with riſing and overflowing 
Sbrings. 

2.] We have then his moral Government in the former 
2 Diſpenſation to a Land or People, ſignified by 
this Expreſſion in Ver. 34.——ſfer the Wickedneſs of them 
that dwell therein. i. e. As he continually exerciſes a na- 
tural Goverament among the Elements, and wiſely brings 
a great Drought on a Land, and knows this Drought 
is very grievous ; fo he brings it fer the //Pichedneſs of the 
People that dwell therein; and this he would have them 
know by ſuch an afflictive and corrective Work of his, and 
ſo be excited to humble themſelves before him, to repent 
of their Offences, return in their Submiſſion to him, and 
implore his Mercy; eſpecially ſeek him to forgive them, 
to change the Courſe of his Diſpenſations, and to grant 
them needful and ſufficient Showers. 

And though, in the following Verſe, we have mentioned 
only the contrary Inſtance of his meer natural Govern- 
ment in turning the Wilderneſs into a landing Water, and 
dry Ground into IVater-Springs; yet I think we muſt needs 
ſuppoſe that this Change of Diſpenſation was an Inſtance 
of his moral Government alſo, as well as the other: z. e. 


as he had brought on them an affiiive Drought for their 
ET B 2 Sins 


. 
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Sins againſt bim; ſo thereby he brought them to ſome 
Confeſſion of their Sins, ſome Humiliation for them, 
with ſolemn Prayers for Deliverance, and Rain; and then, 
as a Token of his approving their Confeſſions, Humilia- 
tions and Prayers, or that juſt Homage they therein had 
paid him; he changes the Courſe of his providential Ope- 
rations, and gives them Shwers in ſufficient Plenty. 

For there ſeems to be the ſame Reaſon, why in the pre- 
ſent probationary State, he ſhould exerciſe a moral Go- 
vernment in one Caſe as in the other. i. e. When he had 
ſignified his Diſpleaſure by bringing on them a diſtreſſing 
Drought for their Sins againſt him, which would have a 
Tendency to lead them to Humiliations and Prayers; and 
when they humble themſelves and cry for Mercy, he 
ſhould equally ſignify the Removal or Abatement of his 
Diſpleaſure, at leaſt in ſuch a Degree as to change the 
Courſe of his Diſpenſation, take off his chaſtizing Hand, 
and give them the implored Mercy. And this ſeems 


therefore to be implied alſo, though not expreſſed in the 
Text before us. | 


But for further Illuſtration, I ſhall endeavour as the 
Hour allows, to conſider briefly theſe two general Heads: 


I. The natural Government, or Agency of God, in 


bringing grievous Droughts and plenteous Rains on 
a Land, | | 


II. His moral Government, or the moral Ends of theſe 
his various providential Operations. 


I. The natural Government, or Agency of Gon, in 
bringing grievous Droughts and plenteous Rains on a 

and. 

And here I deſire you not to think, I am going to give 
you a Lecture of meer Philoſophy ; unleſs you call the won- 
drous Government and Agency of Gop, to accompliſh his 
holy, righteous, kind and wiſe Deſigns, for his Glory and 
the Good of Men—Philoſopby. No! I am going to treat 
on a noble Subject of Divinity, viz. on the wiſe, mighty, 
and conſtant Operations of Gop—to reſcue ſome of you 
from that Branch of Atheiſm we are exceedingly inclined 
to by Nature, in limiting our Views to the meer Opera- 
tion of created Inſiruments—and lead you to ſee the glorious 
Gop Himſelf acting in them; and that you may be moved 
to ſome becoming Adorations of him, and to yield him 


his 
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his due Returns of Glory. Vea, as all Things were made 
both by and for the Son of GOD, conſiſt in him, and 
are governed by him, I would have you raiſe your Views 
to him as Lord of Nature in theſe various Actions and 
Diſpenſations. 

[1.] In bringing grievous Droughts on a Land. 

And that we may more clearly ſee the Government and 
Agency of Gop therein, we may (1.) Obſerve the prin- 
cipal Inſtruments he uſes; and then (2.) The Operation of 
God in theſe various Inſtruments. 

I. The principal Inſtruments he uſes. And they ſeem 
to be theſe Four; (I.) I he Deſcent of the Waters into the 
Sea; (2.) The Aſcent of many into the Canals of Vegeta- 
les; (3-) The Beams and Atoms from the Sun; (4.) 
and laſtly, the Cour ſe of the J/inds, carrying the watery 
Vapour from us. 

I. The Deſcent of the Waters into the Sea. 

And as the want of Vater is the main immediate Cauſe 
of Droughts, it may be convenient to obſerve; that the 
Creator of all Things did at firſt from nothing bring into 
Being a great Variety of material Subſtances for various 
Ends and Uſes in this lower World. Some are fixed ; as 
all Sorts of earthy Subſtances, Metals, Minerals, Stones, 
Salts, Sc. Others fluid; as Quickſilver, Vater, Oil, Air, 
&c. And ' tis likely, that by various Prefſures, Fractures, 
Diviſions, or Coalitions, every kind of material Thing 
may, ſeemingly at leaſt, be changed into any other. 

Mater is a great Part of the material Subſtance Gop 
has made for various Uſes in this lower World, And this 
wiſe and almighty Being has created every Particle ſo ſolid, 
round and ſmooth, as eaſily to flide by each other, and by 
other Subſtances ; ſo exceeding ſmall as to eſcape the Sight 
by the fineſt Glaſſes (a).: And yet *tis found, there are 


forty Times more Vacuity in a Drop of Water than of ſo- 


lid (5 Matter. By theſe Properties, and the various O- 
perations of the Gop of Nature in and by them, he has 
moſt wiſely fitted them to roll along, and carry all other 
Sorts of material Subſtances through the Channels he forms 
in Plants and Animals to their proper Parts, both to en- 
creaſe their Bulk, ſupply the Places of thoſe that fly off 

continually, 


(a) Dr. Nieuwwentyt ſhews, that thirteen Thouſand Globules of Water may 
ſtick tothe extream Point of a Needle fo ſharp as co be juſt viſible ; and that a 
Drop of Water contains above twenty Million Globules ; yea, according to Mr, 
Leuwenhoek's Diſcoveries, above a Thouſand Times a Thouſand Million, 

(5) So Sir Tſaac Newton ſhews in his Opticks, 
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continually, and form their various Sorts of Fruit and 
Seed; yea, to make up a Part of their Conſiſtency, and 
keep them moiſt and ſoft; or by the Beams of the Sun, 
and their Perſpirations only, they would ſoon grow dry, 
and either hard or firm, or brittle and turn to Powder. 

Without this Sort of Subſtance therefore, there could 
be no ſuch Thing as Growth or Fruit either in Plants or 
Animals, nor Continuance neither; but were they ever 
ſo well formed in the preſent State of Nature here below, 
they would ſoon waſte away, diffolve, and loſe all their 
Form and Uſefulneſs ; yea no living Creature could ſub- 
fiſt, and *twould not be wiſe to make them. 

But upon every Shower of Rain we fce a great Part of 
the Water haſtily deſcending to the lower Grounds, form- 
ing into Brooks, running into Rivers, and pouring into 
the Sea. And though a conſiderable Part ſoaks into the 
Earth, and partly penetrates into the Roots of Vegetables, | 
and riſes in their Stocks and Branches to promote their | 
; Nouriſhment ;z and another Part appears to aſcend in Va- 

pours ; yet it chiefly ſinks into various Layers, Canals 
and Fountains, and thence breaks out in Springs, or runs 
through other Paſſages into the Sea, which ſwallows all. | 
And by this Deſcent the Ground grows drier every Day ; 1 
and unleſs recruited with a freſh Supply of Rain, the Sut- 
face of the Earth would ſoon loſe its Moiſture, the very 
Springs and Rivers fail, and every Herb and I'ree would 
wither. 

2. The Aſcent of many into the Canals of Fegctables, 
partly adding to their Nouriſhment, and partly perſpiring 

. through them into the Air. 4 

Every green Leaf and Spire of every Tree and Plant N 
is compoſed mainly of Multitudes of little Bottles to re- 
ceive a Part of the Rain and Dews: and from thoſe little 
Bottles are Canals diſperſed into various Parts of the Plant, 
to convey a quick Refreſhment ; while a Part of the Rain | 
deſcending abroad and ſinking to the Fibres of the Roots, l\ 
it enters them, and then aſcends in innumerable Veſicles 4 
and Tubes through every Part of the Plant, to give a fur- 
ther Nouriſhment; and having done its Office, the reſt 


perſpires into the Air and diſſipates; and without a freſh 4 
Supply in the Summer, the Plant grows drier and drier, 1 
till it fades and dies. 
3. The active, ſwift, piercing, rarifying Beams and 3 


Atoms of the Sun. 


The. 
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The Beams of the Sun are exceeding ſubtil, active, 
piercing: They proceed with wondrous Swiftneſs, of above 
ten Million Miles in a Minute: they fly perpetually and 
penetrate the Plants and Surface of the Earth : They are 
ever making powerful Impreſſions on every Particle, and 
giving additional Powers and Motions to every Atom of 
every Flifid they come to. They carry a wondrous re- 
pulſive Power with them, (c) and are of greater Force 
than both the Powers of Gravitation and Coheſion in the 
watery Globules, in caſe there be any Coheſion in them: 
And by ftriking on and in between them, and it may be 
forming into an Atmoſphere round every Globule of Wa- 
ter, (d) divide and force them from the Sphere of Contact 
into the Sphere of Repulſion ; and ſo by expanding, rarify- 
ing, and raiſing them up into the Air, continually, leave 
the upper Parts of the Earth more and more dry and 
parched, 

4. And laſtly, The Courſe of the Winds carrying the 
watcry Vapours from us, 

For though the ſolar Rays and Atoms are continually 
railing vaſt Quantities of Vapours from the Seas into the 
Air, ſufficient to ſupply the Earth, and all the Vegeta- 
bles, Animals, Springs and Rivers thereon, with Water ; 

et the Winds are needful to bring them over the Land, 
in order to their forming into Clouds above it, and ſned- 
ding down in Rain upon it: Or they would chiefly form 
in Clouds above the Surface, whence they riſe and fall 
down to the Seas again. The repulſive and expanſive 
Powers among them may be indeed ſufficient to bring fo 
many over the neighbouring Shoars in the Day, as to 
come down in Dews at Night: But if the Winds either 
blow them not over us, or blow them quite beyond us be- 
fore they collect in Drops, and much more blow the Va- 
pours riſing from our Land to the airy Regions over other 
Places; no Supply of Rain will follow here, and the 
Drought 


(c) Sir Iſaac Newton obſerving the Rays of Light reflecting and bending 
when they come near the Surface of Bodies without touching them, ſuppoſes 
an inviſible, extremely fine active and untverſal Fluid as the Cauſe of this Re- 
pulſion. But with che utmoſt Submiſſion to ſo ſuperior a Judgment, I Would 
humbly ſuggeſt, whether it be not as probable that every Atom of Light and 
Heat, if not of Water and other Subſtances, may have an elaftical Atmoſ- 
phere about it, charged with a repulfive Power; and whether this elaftrcal 
Atmoſphere may not be the main Source and Inſtrument of Thunder, Light- 
ning, the Aurora Borealis, Electricity, and ſome other Phænomena in Na- 
ture ? 

(d) 1 acknowledge this is a ConjeQure alſo of mine, which ſeerrs to ſolve 
many Diiticultics, 


| 
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Drought among us will increaſe continually ; *till, as the 
Scriptures repreſent it, the Heavens over us become as Braſs, 
the Enrth haneath as Iron, and th: Rain of our Land only 
Duft and Powder. Deut. xxviii 23, 24. 

Theſe ſeem to be the chief Means the Ruler of the IVorld 
employs in bringing and continuing Droughts on a Land. 

We go on to conſider, 

2.] The Operation of Gop Himſelf in theſe various In- 
ſtruments. And here, 

I. As to the Deſcent of Waters into the Sea. 

This is done by what is called by ſome the Power of 
Gravity, by ſome the Power of Attraction, but by others, 
and I think more properly the Power of Preſſure, from 
ſome internal and inviſible Agent; whereby all Sorts of 
material Subſtances in this Planetary Syſtem within the 
Sphere of Saturn, above fifteen Hundred Million Miles 
Diameter, (e) are propelled towards all others with a juſt 
Degree of Force in exact Proportion to their Quantities 
and Diſtances ; ſo that every Particle, unleſs hindred by 
other Kinds of Powers, is x uh moved exactly as if it 
knew every other Particle within this mighty Sphere, and 
as if it always knew exactly both where and how far off 
they are, and where and how they move; and as they all 
are ever changing their Situations, ſo every Particle is 
preſſed accordingly ( f ). 

*Tis by this powerful Inpetus, that all the Waters in 
the Earth above the Level of the Sea deſcend into it. 
But this Power can be no other than even the actual Power 
of Gop Himſelf moving them along to that great Foun- 
tain he has prepared for them. For material Subſtances 
are plainly unintelligent, unvoluntary, unconſcious, un- 
ſelſ- active, un-ſelf-moving Things, and are only ſubject to 
be moved by ſome other Kind of Agent; and it appears 
moſt clearly to every careful Enquirer, that this Power 

which 


(e) Mr. Whifton computes the Diameter above fifteen Hundred and fifty 
Millions; and Dr. Gregory above eighteen Hundred and ninety Millions: But 
Mr. Whijton intends the mean Diameter, and Dr, Gregory the /ongeft. 

( f ) 1ſhould allo mention what I call the Cometary Sphere, of at leaſt a 
Hundred thirty-two Hundred Million Miles Diameter round about our Sun, 
and within the Compaſs of his Attraction; Sir Tſaac Newton, and Dr, Halley, 
having from Hiſtory and Obſervation found therein about tawenty ſeveral Bla- 
zing Stars of different Magnitudes and Degrees of Motion, and in different 
Orbits and Directions, by Virtue of the Sun's Attraction, coming down to- 
wards and wheeling round him, and then by a projecting Force going up 
again, and ſo revolving at their ſeveral Periods ; But the Learned are waiting 
for, more clear Diſcoverics, 
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which moves them, is both every where, always preſent 
throughout this vaſt planetary Syſtem, always acting on 
every Particle therein, perfectly intelligent, wiſe and re- 
gular in all its Actions, without the leaſt Miſtake or Inter- 
miſſion; and ſuch a univerſal, powerful, all-knowing, 
wiſe and conſtant Agent, can be none but GO D. Thus, 
as in Pſal. civ. 10. He ſendeth the Springs into the Val- 
leys, which run among the Hills : ver. 6, —8. The Waters 
go down by the Valleys unto the Place which Thou haſt founded 
for them. 

2. As to the Aſcent of many Waters into Plant; — 

This is a Motion looking contrary to the former Power 
of Gravitation: and ſeems to be owing partly to the won- 
drous Forms of the ſeveral Fibres, Fubes, and other Parts 
of Vegetables ; partly to the Aetraction between the Juices 
and the Sides, and upper Parts of their containing Veſſels; 
partly to the elajftical Air within them ever contracting 
and dilating; and partly to the piercing and rarefying 
Heat of the Sun, which putting their Juices into a State of 
Repulſion, and altering the elaſtical Coniiftence of the 
Air among them, or in their neighbouring Veſſels, forces 
the watery Particles upwards in their Veſicles and Tubes 
to every Part, and through their Extremities into the 
Atmoſphere. 

But ſo curiouſly and wiſely formed is every Jegetable for 
this and other Deſigns, that none who nicrly examines 
them, can think, that any other than a wiſe and univer- 
ſal Agent, ever a working all over the Earth, can be their 
Former, which is none but G O D. 

And as to the Air's Elaſticity ; it is that Sort of Power 
whereby it is capable of being compreſſed and dilated, and 
when forcibly compreſſed, as the Preſſure ceaſes, the Air 
will ever immediately return to its natural Expanſion, till 
it comes at leaſt to a Balance with the Power of Grav:ita- 
tion: And this expanſive Power is ſo wonderful as to be 
dilateable to above fifty Thouſand times greater Extent of 
Space at ſame times than at others (g). But though the 
Author of Nature, for various U les permits us to compreſs 
it to a great Degree, and in ſome Degree n 1 

| imſc! 


(g) Mr. Boyle found fifty Thouſand times: Dr. Harris computes oe 
Hundred and eighty Thouſand times: But, Mr. B. Martin ſays, that by 
the bare Power of its Spring, it will dilate into thirteen Thouſand times 
greater Space than it poſſeſſes on the Surface of the Globe, and yet may be com- 
preſſed by Force into ty times leſ Space than this ; So that the Air may 
dilate itſelf to ſeven Hundred and eighty Thouſand Times greater Extent than it 
may be compreſſed to, h 
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himſelf by his Power of Gravity ; yet in this he ever 
bounds our Power, as no Power of Man can ſo compreſs it 
as to make its Particles touch, or unite into a compact 
Body. And as this irreſiſtible Power on the one Hand, 
and this expanſive Power on the other, is univerſally ex- 
iſting, and continually, and moſt regularly and wiſely 
acting; it is asevidently the acting Power of Gop, tho' 
acting in a different Manner, as is that of Gravitation. 
By ſuch Means as theſe, the inſpired Poet ſings, in P/al. 
civ. 16. The Trees of the Lord are full of Sap, the Cedars 
of Lebanon which he hath planted : And Ver. 14. He cau- 
ſeth the G ajs and Herb to grow. 

3. As to the active, ſwift, piercing, rarifying Beams 
and Atoms of the Sun 

Of theſe there are many wondrous Properties; and 
every one diſplays the univerſal Preſence, Wiſdom, 
Power, and Agency of Gop. But I would now only 
conſider their ſurprizing Force and Swiftneſs. And as 
from the Creation, they have been conſtantly and directly 
flying from that great central Source of Light and Heat, 
to its whole Syſtem of Planets and Satellites, above a Mil- 
lion times faſter than a Ball out of a Cannon in its greateſt 
Celerity (); who can imagine they could do ſo with- 
out a perpetual Source and Exertion of Almighty Energy ? 
And who can imagine theſe Millions of Millions of Mil- 
lions of Rays, continually, and moſt regularly, and wiſely 
emitted and carried along directly, without a divine Pre- 
ſence, Knowledge, Wiſdom and Power, in perpetual 
Concert and Operation? 

For ſuch a Being muſt be perpetually preſent and active, 
not only with theſe innumerable Millions of Rays, but 
even with 2 one of the innumerable Millions of 
Atoms in every Ray; giving this amazing Force to every 
Atom as it leaves the Sun, forcing it up from this vaſt 
Body which has above two Hundred Thouſand times more 
attractive Matter than our Earib, in oppoſition to this 
other Power of Gravitation, perpetually moving and 
guiding them in ſo quick and exact a manner, that not a 
Ray or Atom ſhould lide aſtray ; and in fo vaſt a Multi- 
tude and Progreſs, as continually to fill the Sphere of Sa- 
turn all round about the Sun, above fifteen or eighteen Hun- 
dred Million Miles Diameter, as we obſcrved before : 


Yea, 


Dr. Harris computes above a Million, and B. Martin ſince, above 
fifteen Hundred Thouſand tunes tafter, 
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Yea, were the whole concave Surface of this va/? Sphere 
of Saturn as ſolid as the Surface of that Planet; by the 
conſtant flying of the Sun-Beams to it, and reflecting 
from it to us, the whole concave Surface of that mighty 
Sphere all around us would continually ſhine as bright as 
he, But how many Millions of Miles the Sun- Beams are 
continuaily flying further, even as far as ſome of the fixed 
Stars, which appear alſo to be other Suns at immeaſurable 


. Diſtances, is yet undiſcovered, and beyond Deſcription (i). 


But they all demonſtrate the conſtant Agency of Gop 
himſelf in theſe innumerable, mighty, and unceaſing Acti- 
ons. Agreeable to this we read in P/al. Ixxiv. 16. Thou 
haſt —_— the Light and the Sun: Matth. v. 45. He 
mateth his Sun to riſe + Iſaiah xlv. 7. 1 form the Light : 
And Job xxv. 3. Upon whom deth not his Light ariſe? © 

4, and laſtly. As to the Courſe of the Minds carrying 
the watery Vapours from us 

Minds are only Air in Motion, and directed in a ſenſi- 
ble Current from one Part of the Atmoſphere towards an- 
other. And their inſtrumental Cauſes ſeem to be in ge- 
neral, partly the hr Beams and Atoms either direct or 
reflex, or diſperſed, or all, making unequal Rarefactions, 
and partly Particles of Coll, making unequal Condenſa- 
tions in the Atmoſphere ; whereby either a greater expan- 
ſive Force, or a greater Power of Gravitation in one Part 
than another, bears on the neighbouring Part where there 
is the leaſt Reſiſtance, and drives the Air before it, till 
the bearing and reſiſting Forces come to a Balance, and 
then enſues a Calm. 

But all thoſe Actions both of Radiation, Gravitation, 
and Expanſion, we have ſhewn already to be the Exertion 
of the Power of Gop in thoſe Ways and Inſtruments. 
And the ſame may be ſaid of Particles of Cold, and their 
powerful Condenfations. For though Heat and Cold are 
only contrary Senſations in us ; yet as ſome Sort of Atoms, 
which may be called ſulphureous, ſeem to be peculiarly 
fitted to rarefy, and give us the Senſation of Heat; ſo ſome 
other Sort of Particles, which may be called nitrous, ſeem to 
be fitted to condenſe, and give us the Senſation of Cod, 

C 2 But 


(i) Mr. Whiſton and other Aſtronomers compute the mean Diſtance of 
the Sun from ws to be eighty-one Million Miles; and Dr. Gregory the fartheſt 
Diſtance, above ninety-four Million ; And from Mr. Bradley's wonderful Diſ- 
covery of the Parallax of the bright Star in the Head of Draco, Dr. 0% - 
liers computes, that this fxed Star ſhines ſo brightly to us above four Hundred 


Thouſand times farther than from the Sun to us, 
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But they being alike material, muſt needs derive their 

Force from God ; and in all their Actions it muſt be his | 

continued Power exerted in them. So that all the Riſe, | 

| Motions, Directions, Forces and Effects of the Winds are | 

' juſtly to be aſcribed to him. | 
| But though he may commonly operate in thoſe various 


| Subſtances according to the particular Methods he has ſeen 
| fit to appoint for his uſual Aion in them; yet for certain 
| Reaſons I cannot but apprehend, that the Caſe of Vinds 
is one of thoſe Cafes wherein he does not always confine 
| himſelf to thoſe uſual Methods, but has wi/ely reſerved his 
1 Liberty of varying from them, and often improves it when 
1 
1 he ſees proper (4): So that unknown to us, he raiſes, 
in moves, directs, increaſes and abates the Winds, both 

| where and when, and in what Degree he pleaſes, to ac- lf 
compliſh his wiſe Deſigns. 

Agreeable to this, Inſpiration tells us, that He who 

4 createth the Wind—the Lord God of Hoſts is his Name, 
|| Amos iv. 13. That He commandeth and raiſeth the ſtormy 
| Wind, Pal. cvii. 25. That He bringeth the Wind out of 
his Treaſuries, Pſal. cxxxv. 7. That He canſeth his 
Wind to blow, Pſal cxlvii. 18. That He maketh the 
Clouds his Chariot, and walketh upon the Wings of the Il ind, i 
Pſa). civ. 3. And that Fire and Hail, Snow and Vapour, 
| flormy Wind are fulfilling his ord, Pſal. cxlviii. 8. 

| Thus have we ſeen ſomething of the natural Govern- | 
i ment and Agency of Gop, in bringing Droughts on a | 
[| Land. And by ſuch Means as theſe he puts forth his | 
' Power, and we may ſay as Jeb, in Chap. xii. 15. Be- | 
* hold he with-holdeth the Waters, and they dry up: As Aſaph, | 
|| Pſal. Ixxiv. 15. Thou drieft up mighty Rivers: Or, as the 
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; Prophet Nahum i. 4, 5. He drieth up all the Rivers; Ba- | 
| an languiſbeth, and Carmel, and the Flower of Lebanon | 
|| languiſbeth; the Earth is burnt at his Preſence, yea the 
| Nord and ail that dwell therein, 

| 


We go on to conſider, $1 
[ II. His natural Government, and Operation alſo in giv- 
| | ing plenteous Rains. 
| | And here we may obſerve, that as the Inſtruments and 
1 Operations in giving Rains are chiefly the ſame he uſes in : 
4 pro- 
4 


. Y See ſomething further of rbeſt r-lerved Caſe at the End of this firſt 
[| Gencral Head. 
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producing Droughts, tho* ſome he employs in a different 
Way; we may be therefore briefer in treating on them. 
And that theſe may be more diſtinctly viewed, we ma 
likewiſe (1.) Obſerve the principal Inſtruments he uſes ; 
and (2.) his powerful Actings in theſe various Inſtru- 
ments. 

1.] The principal Inſtruments he uſes in this Affair: And 
theſe may be reduced to the following Articles; (1.) The 
Seas; (2.) I be ſolar Beams and Atoms; (3.) The mutually 
attractive Powers between the Sun and Moon with our At- 
moſphere and Waters; (4.) The Courſe of the Vinds in 
bringing the watery and nitrous Vapours over us; (5.) The 
condenſing and uniting them in Clouds and Drops by the 
Powers of Cold and Attraction, and their deſcending by the 
latter of theſe two Powers. 

I. The Seas. 

Theſe are the great Reſervatories and perpetual Foun- 
tains from whence the Rain is drawn : The watery Sub- 
ſtance in their Surface, being firſt divided from the Salts 
adhering to it, then raiſed into the Atmoſphere, expand- 
ed, carried about by Winds, formed into Clouds, joined 
in Drops, diſtilled in Showers ; ſome infuſed and riſing 
into plants and perſpiring in the Air, the reſt running in- 
to Springs and Rivers, then by conſtant Circulations re- 
turning to the Seas again; and from thence employed on 
the ſame kinds of Circuits and Deſigns, in perpetual 
Revolutions. So Solomon obſerved above twenty-ſeven 
Hundred Years ago, Eccleſ. i. 4. All the Rivers run into 
the Sea ; yet the Sea is not full; unto the place from whence 
the Rivers come, thither they return again. 

But as the Springs and Rivers run into the Seas, and 
without a freſh Supply from thence would quickly fail, 
the Earth grow dry, and every Herb and Tree would 
wither ; the arduous Queſtion is—How ſhall the Vater 
which is 800 Times heavier than Air in Winter, 850 
in the Spring and Fall, and goo in Summer (J), riſe 
up againſt all the Laws and Power of Gravity, into this 


vaſtly lighter Medium, and form in Clouds, and there for 


a Time ſuſpend and float aloft on this thinner Element, 
till it unites in Drops and falls in Showers ? And eſpe- 
cially how can theſe Waters riſe, when every ſquare Foot 


Column of the Atmoſphere is found to preſs with a HERE 
o 


(1) So Dr, Deſaguliers in the Tranſactions of the Royal Society, 
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of above two Thouſand Pounds on every Foot ſquare of 
Water in the Surface of the Seas and Earth (n? One 
would be apt to think that here they would be bound down 
for ever. But, 

2. The primary Means of their riſing ſeem to be, the 
excceding active, ſwift, piercing, ſeparating, rarefying 
Rays and Atoms from the Sun, 

How they operate we have conſidered before: And 
ſhall here only obſerve, that as the Sun is computed about 
eighty- one Millions of Miles from the Earth, they fly this 
Diſtance in about eight Minutes; and in a hot Summer's 
Day, they divide and raiſe a tenth Part of an Inch from 
the Surface of Vater; which from every four Foot ſquare 
will make a Gallon, and from every ſquare Mile above {ix 
Thouſand Tons (n). And as theſe divided Globules riſe, 
they are by the repulſive and reflecting Atoms of Heat, 
ſo rarefied or driven fo far aſunder from each other, as to 
extend to #19 Thouſand times greater Space than they 
did as they lay in the compact Form of Water; till the 
rarefying Force diminiſhes and comes to a Balance with 
the other Power of Gravitation. 

3. The mutually attractive Powers between the Sun and 
Moon above, and our * and Waters below. 

For, to ſpeak in the uſual Style, as thoſe great Bodies 
every Day paſs over the Seas, the Waters nearly under 
them riſe up towards them; And tho' the Moon be abun- 
dantly leſs than the Sun, yet ſhe is ſo much nearer to us, 
being but about two Hundred and forty Thouſand Miles, 
that our Seas riſe five times 1 towards her, than 
towards the other (o); and this higher Riſe is called the 
Tides, And tho' the Attraction of the Sun and Moon con- 
junctly are inſufficient to divide a ſingle Globule of Water 
from the Sea; yet as they either jointly or ſeparately go 

over 


(m) Mr. Boyle found the Atmoſphere to preſs on a ſquare Foot with a 
Weight of wenty- one Hundred and fixty-eight Pounds Averdupoiſe, or twenty- 
fix Hundred and ten Pounds Troy. 

(n) So Dr. Halley in the Tranſa#tons of the Royal Society. 

(9) Sir Iſaac Newton in his Principia ſays, when the Sea riſes towards 
the Sur, one Foot eleven Inches and an Eighth of an Inch, it riſes to- 
wards the Moon eight Feet and eight Inches : which is a little above four and 
an balf times more towards the Moon than towards the Sun: But Mr. B. 
Martin ſays, Mr. Domkey has fince found it to be five times more to the 
Moon than Sun. And yet both Computations may be right, according to the 
various Perigees, Apogees and Tatitudes of thoſe attractive Bodies: Yea, 
theſe two Gentlemen may miſtake Sir Noor for he immediately adds, that 
when the Moon is in ber Perigree, the Tide riſes two Feet bigher, and more x 
which is above five Times and an balf higher than towards the Sun, 


«/ 


in DrRouGHTs and Rains. 15 


over it, the Force of Attraction in the Vaters towards the 
Earth muſt in proportion be abated, and therefore more 
eaſily and plenteouſly raiſed by the ſolar Atoms; and the 
watery Globules being once divided, rarefied and raiſed 
into the Air, the leſs is their Attraction towards the Earth, 
and the greater in proportion towards thoſe heavenly Bodies. 
And as the the Sun and Moon are every Day paſſing round 

4 our Globe; even the whole Atmoſphere nearly under them, 

unleſs prevented by other Powers, ſucceſſively riſes to- 
wards them, increaſes its Extenſion, and helps the Vapours 
upward, Though after all, the ſuperior Power of the 
Earth's Attraction, being ſo near theſe Vapours, as long 
as it continues, will hinder every Atom of Air and Water, 
though not of Light, from flying away. 

Thus we in ſome meaſure ſee how the Vaters of the 
Sea are raiſed into the Atmoſphere in great Abundance, 
and thereby Preparations made for plenteous Showers. 
But how ſhall they come over us and rain down upon us ? 
Jo this I anſwer, 

4. The Courſe of the Minds are a principal Inſtrument 
in bringing both the raiſed Yapours and condenſing Cold 
or Nitre over us. 

a For tho? the rarefy ing Powers we mentioned before have 
a Tendency to ſpread the Vapours raiſed from the Sea 
into the Atmoſphere over the Shoars and Countries round 

about ; yet as ſome particular Winds may either hinder 
their coming over us in plenty, or carry them away before 
| they contract in Clouds and Drops, and thereby continue 
and increaſe a Drought among us; ſo other Winds may 
both bring and make them meet and croud above us in 
| great Abundance, and both drive the Atoms of Heat 
away, which kept up their Rarefaction and hindered their 
| Condenſation, and may alſo bring a nitrous, cold, or leſs 
warm Air; which helps to condenſe the rarefied Vapours 
into Clouds and Drops. 

l 5. And laſtly, —The uniting them in Clouds and Drops 
= by the Powers of Cold and Attraction, and their Deſcent in 

[ Rain by the latter of theſe two Powers. 
Whether the Particles cauſing Cold be a peculiar Kind 
| of Subſtance, or are only without that Motion which 
cauſes Heat ; it is enough that what we call the Particles 
of Cold help to contract the watery Vapours, or bring 
them ſo near together as ſenſibly to intercept ſo great a 
d Number of Rays of Light, that we cannot ſee the Sky, _ 
| then 
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then they appear in the Form of Clouds (p). And the 
like no doubt is alſo the Effect of the Attractive Power of 
theſe watery Vapours, when it is not hindered by the con- 
trary Force of Repulſion or Expanſun from the more power- 
ful Atoms of Light and Heat. 

Yea tts highly propable, that by the interchangeable 
Predominance of all thoſe Powers, occaſioned by the Keyo- 
lutions of Day and Night, and the different Seaſons of 
the Year, and other inſtrumental Cauſes—the Atmoſphere 
round the Globe is continually, in every Part, either ex- 
panding above or contracting within its Balance of 
Gravitation; and that this is a main, continual Source of 
our Varieties of Winds and Weather. While by the 
Power of Heat it is expanding over us, or kept above the 
Balance, we have droughty Weather: And when by the 
contrary Powers of Cold and Gravitation it contracts and 
comes below the Balance, the watery Vapours draw nearer 
to each other, till they form in Clouds; and as their at- 
tractive Power predominates, they join in Drops and de- 
ſcend in Showers. 

Theſe ſeem to be the various In/iruments of plenteous 
Rains. But we muſt now conſider, 

2.] The Agency of God in theſe various Inſtruments. 

And in particular, 

1. As to the Szas, the material Source of all, 

Theſe great and perpetual Fountains the wiſe CREATOR 
has provided for the neceſſary and continual Supply of the 
Earth with ſufficient Rain. They ſeem to have been 
prepared at the Creation of this Globe (4): and he * 

0 


( The Particles of Cold ſeem to be unequally diſperſed thro' the Atmo- 
Sphere : And as there ſeems to be a peculiar Repulfion between them and the 
Filer or ſulpbureous Atoms on the one Hand, ſo a peculiar Attraction between 
them and the watery Globules on the other. And as Heat may Le more or leſs, 
either according to the Number or Degree of Activity of the ſu/pLureous Atoms, 
ſo may Cold be more or leſs, either according to the Number or Degree of 
Activity of the nitrous Particles, When the ſolar or ſulphureous Atoms there. 
fore become in any Part of the Atmoſphere either tewer in Number, or 
weaker in Action; the leſs are the nitrous Particles interrupted in their 
Action, and the more freely and fully do they exert their Power. In their 
ſmaller Numbers or Degrees of Action, they ſeem only to condenſe the watery 
Globules, or draw them nearer to each other, and ſo form them into Clouds : 
but in greater Numbers or Degrees of Action, freeze them: and in freezin 
act ſo powerfully as not only to fix the pureſt and moſt fluent Globules of 
Water into Snow, Hail and Ice, but even to break the Barrel of an iron 
Gun encloſing them; and in a ſtrong braſs Cylinder of two or three Inches 
Diameter, to force up a Weight of t2v0 hundred and fifty-four Pounds, againſt 
all the Preſſure of the incumbent Atmoſphere : as Mr. Boyle obſerved, 

(9) As both Up-land, Mountains, Valleys, Rivers and Seas, ſeem wy 

nec 
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ſo wiſely placed them, as to lie convenient for every Re- 
ion. The Northern Seas for the northerly Parts of Aja, 

— and America : the Mediterranean for the ſoutherly 
Parts of Europe, the northerly of Africa, and the weſterly 
of Afia the Eaſt-Indian Seas for the ſoutherly Parts of 
Aſia and the eaſterly of Africa : the Atlantick Ocean for 
the weſterly Parts of Europe and Africa, and the eaſterly of 
America: and the Pacific Ocean tor the weſterly Parts of 
America and the eaſterly of Aſia, (r) &c. And who could 
create and place them but Gop alone? Pſal. xcv. 5. The Sea 
is his, and he made it, and his nes ret the dry Land. 
Pal. Ixxiv. 17. Thou haſt ſet all the Borders of the Earth, 
Pſal. xxxiii. 7. He layeth up the Depth in Store-houſes. 

But yet his continual Influence is neediul to preſerve 
not only the Lakes and Rivers, but even all theſe mighty 
Oceans, from being totally dried up and loſt. For by their 
watery Subſtance inceſſantly riſing into the Atmoſphere at 
the rate of about three Hundred thouſand Million Tons in 
a Day (s) ; without his more mighty and perpetual In- 
fluence in that Operation called Attraction, the Earth in 
its exceeding ſwift Rotation in its annual Orbit, of near 
a thouſand Miles in a Minute, would leave this watery Sub- 
ſtance ſtreaming away behind it, as faſt as it ariſes, until 
the Seas themſelves were totally exhauſted without Reco- 
very, and ſo this whole Globe itſelf deprived of every 
Particle of Moiſture, | 

And perhaps this might be one Way of the Earth 
being delivered from the redundant Waters of the Deluge. 
And a Comet paſſing thro” or near the ſtreaming Vapour, 
might then attra& and carry it quite away : or it might 
deſcend to the lower Planets which might want them, or 
to the Sun himſelf if the Rays would let it, or be by them 
diſperſed to the higher Planets or Satellites of the ſolar 
Syſtem. 

But by this his particular Operation which we common- 


ly call Attraction, he by an amazing Force continually 
makes 


needful from the Creation, both for Health and the full Supply of Water in 
every Region; ſo the inſpired Pſalmiſt ſignifies the ſame in Pſa. civ. 3==9 
where he plainly deſcribes the State of our Terraqueous Globe, both before, 
in, and at the Ending of the Flood: which I leave the Reader to conſider, | 

(r) I might alſo obſerve the needful Situations of the Baltick, Euxine, 
Caſpian, and Red Seas, the Venetian and Perſian Gulphs, and other great Bays 
and Lakes in diverſe Parts of the Globe, for this Deſign : But the bare Sight 
of them in a Map will ſhew the Wiſdom of their Situation, 

(s) This Computation I make upon the Suppoſition that the whole Surface 
of the unfrozen Seas, Bays, Lakes. and Rivers round the Globe make but a 
Fourth Part of its Superficies, D 
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makes the remaining watery Vapours to keep with the 


Earth in its ſwift Rotation, from being left behind it. 


Thus therefore ſhould we own to Gop as that righteous 
Man, Neh. ix. 6. Thou haft made the Seas and all that is 
therein, and thou preſerveſt them all. And how wondrous 
is the Exerciſe of his Mercy, Patience, Benignity and 
Power, for this ungrateful and wicked World, continually ! 

2. As to the rarefying Beams and Atoms of the Sun,— 

We have already conſidered their Action as the Ope- 
ration of Gop. To which I may add—that by the Com- 
putation above we may further ſee, that were our whole 
Globe covered with wifrozen Mater; ſuch is the ſtill migh- 
tier Power of Gop put forth in theſe inconceivably dimi- 
nutive Atoms of Light and Heat, as not only to make 
them fly up hither with ſuch an amazing Force againſt the 
Sun's Attraction, as we obſerved before, but even to raiſe 
from hence four Times as many Million Tons of Water in 
a Day, as we juſt now mentioned, i, e. Twelve Hundred 
288 Millions, and this againſt the united Powers both 
of Cohæſion and Attraction. Yea if the whole Sphere of 
the Earth's Orbit were a concave Surface of Mater, the 


ſolar Atoms would have the ſame Effect to raiſe them: 


and how many Million of Million times more would be 
then raiſed by them, is beyond our Capacity to compre- 
hend. How amazing is the Power of Gop put forth in 
in theſe extreamly diminitive Atoms (7). 

And all this Raiſing and Expanſion of Waters is only, 
either by the reflexive Power of the Sun Beams which is 
abundantly weaker than in their direct Deſcent ; or by 
the unaccountable Activity of their diſperſed Parts, when 
the Rays being intercepted in their rectilinear Motions 
have immediately loſt their Light, are diſſolved into their 
innumerable Millions of Atoms, and theſe dark Atoms left 
to innumerably various Motions from what they had be- 
fore, and have need of Gop both to guide them and con- 
tinue their Activity for theſe wondrous Purpoſes, 

Yea this Operation of his is both more evident and won- 
derful, in that he continually ſteers both theſe r-feing 
Rays and diſperſed Atoms of Light and Heat with the 


watery 


(.) The Atoms of Light are ſo inconceivably ſmall, as Dr. Niexwentyt 
ſhews, that the 14th Part of a Grain of Ta//oww conſumed in the Goth Part 
of a Minute in a Candle of fix to the Pound, produces a greater Number of 
Particles of Light, than a Thouſand Times a Thouſand Million of Earths equal 
% ours, would be able to contain Grains of Sand, And what a vaſtly greater 
Number fill, do the abundantly denſer Beams of the Su produce? 
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watery Glabules, and carries them up between the deſcend- 
ing Sun- Beams; which elſe by their vaſtly greater Force 
would beat them down to the Seas, or rather never per- 
mit them to riſe againſt their mightier Current into the 
Atmoſphere : And yet theſe expanding Globules of Water 
continually = 4 thoſe deſcending Rays without Interrup- 
tion. It mu 
continual Agency of the Power of Gop. Thus he di- 
videth the Sea with his Power, as Fob declares in Chapter 
xxvi. 12. So the [/raelites in P/al. cxxxv. 6, 7. Il hat- 
ſoever the LORD pleaſed, that did he in Heaven and 
in Earth, in the Seas and all deep Places; he cauſeth the 
Vapours to aſcend from the Ends of the Earth, &c. | 
Or if theſe Rays and Atoms touch not the watery Glo» 
bules, but get under and form Atmoſpheres around them, 
or raiſe and force them up before them by /ome other ele- 
mentary Pater exerted at a Diſtance from them; it will 
be yet more wonderful, and not leſs evidential of the 
Action of Gop, but lead us nearer to view him. For 
whether this be by an univerſal Fluid, or their elaſtical At- 
moſpheres ; this Fluid and theſe Atmoſpheres being all 
material, they can only act, as they are acted on by that 
univerſal, all-knowing, all-wiſe, all-powerful Being. 
And after all, fince Sir 1/aac has computed, the Atoms 
of Light are ſo inconceivably ſmall and ſolid, that their 
Attraction is above a Thouſand Million Million times greater 
than the Force of Gravity on the Surface of the Earth, 
according to the Quantity of Matter in each ;— what 
but the Power of Gop can firſt force them up from the 
Sun againſt the Sun's mighty Attraction? And as ſoon as 
ever they have done their Office here; then in oppo- 
ſition to the great Attraction between them and the Earth, 
force innumerable Millions of them back again; Multi- 
tudes up to the Moon, repreſenting to her the Earth as a 
glorious Luminary fifteen times greater than /he appears 
to us, as Dr. Gregory computes ; Multitudes fly ing to the 
Fun again; and Multitudes of others to unknown Diſtan- 
ces ſucceſſively in all the ætherial Regions round about ( Y 
D 2 3 


(«) I ſaid ſucceſſively——Becauſe the Sun-ſvins. Half of the Earth being 
always towards the Sun, it in her annual Orbit turns ſucceſſively to every Part 
of the ſtarry Region in the Courſe of a Year: Though it ſeems highly pro- 
bable that this Day-light Half of the Globe looking always towards the 
Sun, the greater Part by far of his refleffred Rays are in their Current to- 
wards him retracted to him, The like may be ſaid of all the Planets 


and Satellites Whecling round him and enlightened by him; their e 
81 


all be done by the wiſe Direction and 
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z. As to the mutual Attraction between the Suz and 
Moon above and the Vaters with our Atmoſphere here be- 
low —— 

We have already ſhewn, that this Attraction or mutual 
Impulſe towards each other, acting always every where 
throughout the /o/ar Syſtem, not only in every Atom, even 
in the very Centers of every Body, but alſo with a perfect 
View to all the other Atoms throughout the Syſtem in all 
their various Diſtances and Situations—muſt needs con- 
tinually proceed from an univerſal, perfectly knowing, 
wiſe and powerful Agent, always every where working 
in them: which can be none but Gop, The like Agen- 
cy of Gop we have alſo ſhewn both in the Riſe and 
Courſe of the Minds, whereby he brings the watery and 
nitrous Vapours over us—in condenſing them in Clouds, 
and uniting them in Drops by his Powers of Cold and At- 
traftion—and in making them deſcend in Rain by the lat- 
ter of theſe two Powers. 

But here we muſt alſo obſerve, that when he has raiſed 
fo many Millions of Tons of Water into the Air and hangs 
them over us like heavy Mountains ; then he by the ſame 
merciful Power reſtrains them, holds them up, and per- 
| mits them not to run into mighty Lakes or Cataratts at 
Fi once, and overwhelm and drown us; but joins the wa- 
i tery Globules only into Drops one after another, and fo 
1 diſtils them, ſometimes for ſeveral Days together, as the 
: bi Trees, Herbs, and Corn can bear them. So Feb ob- 
1 | ſerved with grateful Wonder, Chap. xxvi. 8. He bindeth 
[ up the Waters in his thick Clouds, and the Cloud is not rent 
| under them. | 
| This is Part of the Agency of Gop in giving Plenty of 
| Rains. And thus the Prophet even repeatedly aſſures us, 
| Amos v. 8. and ix. 6. He calleth for the Waters of the 
| Sea, and poureth them out on the Face of the Earth. So 
the divine Poet in Pſal. exlvii. 8. po covereth the Heavens 
| with Clouds, who prepareth Rain for the Earth, And then, 
| as Elihu deſcribes it 9100 xxxvi. 27, 28. Jle maketh ſmall 
the Drops of Water : they pour down Rain according to the 


| | Vapour 


| Sides looking always towards him. And though he emits innumerable Mil- 
| lions of Rays continually to all the fixed Stars within their Reach ; yet it 
ſeems moſt likely that he conſtantly receives as many from them as he ſends 
forth to them: And fo theſe innumerable Stars or Suns, by the mighty and 
unceaſing Agency of Gon, may only exchange their Rays continually, and 
conſtantly ſupply each other. Or if any be ſpent in the Comets or Planets, he 
may ſend off the refined ſulphureous Subſtance in them, with the Rays he re- 
flects, and make equal and perpetual Reparations. 


g 
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Vapour thereof : which the Clouds do drop and diſtil upon Man 


abundantly. 

And thus have we briefly conſidered the natural Agency 
and Government of (30D both in bringing grievous Drovghts 
and plenteous Rains on a Land. 

And yet after all our Searchings, his Ways of aCting in 
theſe Matters are not fully diſcovered to us. So Eliphaz 
ſeems to intimate, when he ſpeaks of Gop in ſuch Terms 
as theſe, Job v. 9, 10. Which doth great Things and un- 


ſearchable, marvellous Things without Number ; Who giveth 


Rain upon the Earth, &c. 

But as we obſerved under the Head of Mind. In theſe 
and other Caſes, we ſhould not dare to apprehend that the 
Sovereign GoD in governing this lower World intirely 
confines himſelf to act according to his common Courſe 
of Nature ; but moſt wiſely and juſtly reſerves the Libert 
of acting otherwiſe on all Occaſions when he ſees =_ 

eting, 

Such like reſerved 4 * ſeem to be Earthquakes, Hurri- 
canes and Tempeſts; Storms of Wind, Rain, Thunder, 
Lightning, Snow and Hail, with the raging of the Seas; 
and indeed all Kinds of Weather, hot and dry, cold and 
wet; the Riſing of noxious Vapours out of the Earth, 
the Corruption of the Air, the Multiplicaion of Inſects 
and Animalcula, infectious and epidemical Diſeaſes ; Mul- 
titudes of Alterations in human Bodies; perſonal Diſtem- 
pers and Mortalities ; Lotteries and Accidents ; as alſo in- 
numerable Changes of Ideas and Propenſities both in 
brutal and human Creatures. In all which he rules this 
lower World and brings about his wiſe Deſigns ; making 
all Kinds of Subſtances, indeed, his tering Thtuments 
and uſing them; but, whenever he ſees Occaſion, giving 
additional Degrees of Power and different Directions, or 
abating their Degrees of Power in other ways than 
in his common Courſe of Nature, which is only his uſual 
Way of Operation in them. 

In this manner he may in the moſt proper Seafons ſend 
both Droughts and Rains, and Sickneſſes and Health, to 
particular Places; he may point his Lightnings to parti- 
cular Perſons ; he may raiſe a Storm to diſperſe a Fleet, and 

ive additional Powers to a Guſt of Wind to overſet a 
e/Jel, or to the Waves to break her; he may direct 


Phyſicians to a ſufficient Knowledge of the Caſes of their 


Patients, and the ſuitable Means of their Cure, and give 
additional Forces and Directions to the Medicines in their 
inward 
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inward Operations, or otherwiſe. And fo in Multitudes 
of other Caſes: Or there would be no more need to pray 
to GGop for a ſafe Voyage, or a proſperous War, or to 
preferve from Drought, or Plagues, or Enemies, or to fave 
in any Sickneſſes or Dangers ; than to pray in an extream 
hot Day, that he would make the Sun to go down at the 
uſual Time; or in a dark and cold Night, to riſe again; 
or that he would make the Tide to ebb or flow : which 
would exceedingly, if not intirely prevent that Reverence 
of him, which in the preſent State of human Nature is 
highly if not abſolutely needful, to keep the Race of Men 
in any tolerable Order, and excite them to pay him their 
ſuitable Acknowledgments, both for his own juſt Glory 
and their Advantage, 

In ſhort, the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Gon ſeem to 
require a twofold Kind of natural Operation among his 
Creatures in our terreſtrial World, anſwerable at leaſt to the 
preſent Condition of Men therein: —the one Kind more 


flated, as the conſtant Revolution of Night and Day, and 


the Seaſons of the Year, the Action of Gravitation, the 
Ebb and Flow of Tides, the ſhining of the Sun, &c. that 
ſo we may not be at all Uncertainties in ordering our Affairs, 
but may have theſe univerſal Neceſſaries to depend on. 
But as we need powerful Reſtraints from gratifying our 
evil Appetites, and Excitations to all Kinds of Duties, ef- 
pecially to Gop our Maker, Owner, Sovereign and con- 
tinual Upholder and Benefactor; it ſeems both wi/e and 
kind that he ſhould alſo in Multitudes of Caſes keep us in 
Uncertainty, and occa/zonally operate in all Sorts of Sub- 
ſtances; that we may conſtantly ſee our Dependance on 
him, and Need of his gracious Interpoſals for us, may fear 
to offend him, and when he chaſtens us, may be moved 
to humble ourſelves and implore his Mercy in the Change 
of his Diſpenſations. 

And ſuch a wiſe Scheme of divine Government as this, 
the holy Scriptures clearly give us, as I might eaſily ſhew 
in the above-mentioned Caſes. In particular, ſuch Appre- 
henſions of the Operations of Gop has the inſpired Elihu 
taught us, as to his ordering our Atmoſphere, in Job xxxvi. 
and xxxvii. Remember that thou magnify his Work 
* which Men behold ! Every Man may ſee it, Man may 
* behold it afar off. Behold God is great, and we know 
* him not. For can any underſtand the Spreadings of 
© Clouds or the Noiſe of his Tabernacle? Behold he 
* ſpreadeth his Light upon it, and covereth the Bottom ws 

the 
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the Sea. For by them judgeth he the People, be 
giveth Meat in Abundance. With Clouds he covereth 
the Light, and commandeth it not to ſhine by the Cloud 
that cometh betwixt.— Hear attentively the Noiſe of 
his Voice, and the Sound that goeth out of his Mouth: 
He directeth it under the whole Heaven, and his Light- 
nings unto the Ends of the Earth :—He thundereth with 
the Voice of his Excellency - Gop thundereth marvel- 
ouſly with his Voice: Great Things doth he which we 
cannot comprehend, For he faith to the Snow, be thou 
on the Earth; likewiſe to the {mall Rain, and to the 
great Rain of his Strength: He ſealeth up the Hand of 
every Man, that all Men may know his Work : Out of 
the South cometh the Whirlwind, and Cold out of the 
North: By the Breath of Gop, Froſt is given, and the 
Breadth of the Waters is ſtraitened. Allo by watering 
he wearieth the thick Cloud: He ſcattereth his bright 
Cloud; and it is turned round about by his Counſel; that 
they may do whatſoever he commandeth them upon the 
Face of the World in the Earth: He cauſeth it to come, 
whether for Correction, or for his Land, or for Mercy. 
But this brings us to conſider, 


IT. His moral Government, or his moral Ends in theſe 
various Providential Operations. 


And here we may (I.) take a View of his moral Ga- 
wernment of Men in general; and then (2.) in cauſing 
Droughts and Rains in particular. 

II.] As to his moral Government of Men in general— 

The Scriptures are fo clear and full in this, that whoever 
believes them wrote by Inſpiration, cannot doubt it. I 
ſhall therefore offer ſomething to confirm our Faith there- 
in from other Arguments. 

And that he always exerciſes ſuch a moral Government 
aver his moral Creatures, ſuch as Man, muſt needs ariſe 
from his own moral Nature and theirs, and from his na- 
tural Relation to them, 

For as to HiMsELF—His neceſſary and eternal Self- Ex- 
lence muſt needs be owing to the moſt abſolute Perfecti- 
on of his Eſſence ; an Eſſence fo ſupremely and abſolutely 
perfect, that it cannot but eternally exiſt. And this Eſ- 
ſence mult be ſo abſolutely perfect, as to comprehend every 
abſolute Excellence therein : there being an equal abſolute 
Neceſſity of one as well as another, and ſo of all as well 
as any: of abſolute Spirituality, Ubiquity, Underſtanding, 
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Power, and Knowledge, which are commonly called his na- 
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tural Excellencies ; as alſo of abſolute Miſdom, Fuſtice, 
Goodneſs, Truth, and Holineſs, which are commoly called 
his moral, as well as the other. 

And as his natural Excellencies plainly include his mo- 
ral ; ſo the Exerciſe of his natural Excellencies in any Ac- 
tion equally includes the Exerciſe of his moral in the very 
ſame Action alſo. As they are all eſſentially undivided and 
abſolutely harmonious in him, they muſt for ever act in 
abſolute Concert and Harmony. In particular ; being 
abſolutely ſpiritual, always every where preſent, and always 
abſolutely under/landing, knowing, and powerful ; he muſt 
be always abſolutely wiſe : and being always adſolutely 
wiſe, he muſt always have the wiſe/t Ends in every Ex- 
ertion of his Power, both in creating, upholding and or- 
dering every Creature, and in every Act of his Power 
contained therein, 

And as he has created Men with all their Faculties and 
Powers, and continually upholds them, continually pre- 
ſerves them from innumerable Evils, and even ſuch as 
would be moſt afflicting and fatal, and is continually * 
obliging them with innumerable undeſerved Kindneſſes of * 
the greateſt Moment, according to his ſovereign Pleaſure; 28 
as they abſolutely depend on him, and he has an abſolute 
Propriety in them, is infinitely full of the higheſt and | 


moſt venerable and amiable Excellencies, and has given 
them Power of knowing all this; they muſt needs in 
Juſtice owe him the higheſt Gratitude, and Love, and Rede- 
rence, and Honour, with the moſt abſolute Devotion, Ser- 
vice and Obedience: And all this he muſt needs know; 
and both his own Perfections require of them, and alſo 
engage him to treat them in a Way agreeable to the | 
very Nature of that moſt abſolute Knowledge, Wiſdom, { 
Goodneſs, Truth and Equity, which are eſſential in him. k 

And here I might ealily ſhew, that a moral Government | 
of Gop is moſt righteous, and therefore he muſt in Juſtice 1 
exerciſe it: that it is the 5% Government both for him- 
ſelf and his moral Creatures; and therefore his abſolute 
Goodneſs will effectually move him to it: That it is | 
the wiſet and moſt fitting, and therefore his abſolute Wiſ- 
dom will lead him to approve and chuſe it: and that he' | 
perfectly ſees all this, with his own abſolute All-ſufficiency | 
for this moſt perfect Government; and all this in the 4 
moſt united Harmony will engage him to undertake and 

manage 
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manage it in the moſt perfect Manner. But the Time 
would fail me. 

And I would only now remonſtrate—How extreamly 
abſurd would it be to aſſert, that ſuch a Man is the moſt 
excellent Father, who only in general provides Things 
needful and convenient for the natural Supply of his Chil- 
dren; bit takes no Care of their moral Good, neither to 
= them any Intimations that Wiſdom, Kindneſs, Juſtice, 

ruth, Hatred, and avoiding of all moral Evil, or Love 
and doing of all moral Good, are acceptable to him; 
but wholly lets them alone to do as they liſt, to revile 
him, and ſpoil his Works, and lye, and cheat, and gratify 
every inordinate Appetite, and hate, injure, and deſtroy 
each other; and yet never corrects them, or ſhews oy 


Diſpleaſure at their horrid Crimes, nor ever helps thoſe 


who repent, nor even thoſe who honour him, when in 
Diftreſs they cry to him for Mercy ! And as it would be 
extremely abſurd to aſſert that ares a Man is the moſt ex- 
cellent Father, and as GoD is infinitely more excellent than 
Man can be ; it muſt be infinitely more abſurd to imagine 
that Gop can in ſuch a Manner govern the Children of 
Men, who are much more the Children of his own Pro- 


duction. 
Only we muſt here obſerve ; that conſidering the moral 


Nature of Gop and Man and our Condition in this Life, 
it is evidently inconſiſtent with abſolute Juſtice, Benignity 
and Wiſdom, to limit our Exiſtence to the preſent State: 
And as the preſent State muſt needs be deſigned chiefly 
to be a State preparatory or precedaneous to a future; it 
is not à thouſandth Part of his abſolutely perfect Scheme 
of moral Government which is exerciſed here, and that 
we now can ſee (w): On which Account in Multitudes 
of Caſes it muſt in the Nature of Things appear exceed- 
ingly myſterious to us, and we muſt therefore refer the 


Completion, with our ſatisfying Views thereof, to Eternity, 


And now, 
[2.] As to his moral Agency and Ends in cauſing Drovughts 


and Rains in particular. As 


ww) Herein I ff much vithin Bounds z his abſolutely perfect Scheme 
1 to endleſs neon in Eternity: Tho” for he en at leaſt 
of the Bleſſed, that they may not be ever kept in intire Suſpence, it ſeems to 
be requiſite, that in this eternal Scheme, there muſt be ſuch ſucceſſive Periods, 
ſo complete, as to give the Saints and Angels a clear View ot the perfect 
Harmony of the divine Perfections in them: and then go into neo ones, for 


dkeir further Wonder and Delight, pw ſo ſucceſſively for ever, 
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As Gop has made us the moſt ſuperior of Creatures in 
this lower World; he has alſo made this terraqueous 
Globe and Atmoſphere, with all the Subſtances and infe- 
rior Creatures in them, in a gradual Subordination of 
| Nature to our Uſe and Benefit, and ſo he commonly or- 

dersthem in his Courſe of Providence: And as in this 
he makes them in the Courſe of Nature terminate, this 
was his Deſign, and this 3 he carries on continually: 
And herein is not only the Exerciſe and Diſplay of his 
natural Excellencies of Spirituality, Ubiquity, Under/tand- 
ing, Knnvl:dge and Power; but alſo of his moral, eſpe- 
cially Viſdom and Benignity. 

And as not an Atom of Light or Heat, or Particle of 
Air, Cold or Nitre, or Globule of Water, in his Courſe 
of Nature moves but by his active Power ; wherever he 
exerts this Power, eſpecially in cauſing Droughts and Rains, 
he therefore always acts in perfect 1/7/dom, for the uiſeſt 
Ends ; tho' to us in their very Nature inſcrutably various 
and extenſive, in their numberleſs Connections, | Ras 
and Trains of Conſequences : And theſe wiſe Ends muſt 
needs be moral as well as natural with reſpect to Men; 
for whom they are chiefly made, who are chiefly affected 
with them, and in whoſe Afliction or Advantage, under 
Gon, they ſupremely terminate. 

But tho' I ſaid Aictioan or Advantage—as theſe two 
Ends more clearly ſeem to be different in a natural Senſe ; 
yet in a moral Senſe, in our preſent depraved and mixed 
State, which is a State of Probation, and ſo of needful 
Diſcipline for our greater Benefit, all Afflictions may be ad- 
vantageous, even eternally advantageous, excepting thoſe 
that hinder any in preparing for Eternity : And theſe 
muſt needs be meer Puniſhments to the particular Perſons 
utterly ruined by them, tho* they may be Advantages to 
others. 
| As to the natural End of God in Droughts, it muſt in 
2H general therefore be as he in his Courſe of Nature makes 
| them terminate, viz. in affiiing us. And as to Rains 
when they are unſeaſonable or immoderate, his natural 
| End muſt be to ict us alſo: But when ſeaſonable and 
moderate, it muſt be by reviving and increaſing the Fruits 
of the Earth, and the Cattle, to promote our Benefit. 

But then thoſe natural Ends, with reſpect to us, muſt 
needs. in Wiſdom be ſubſervient to his moral. And as to 
theſe, we may obſerve in general—That as his natural End 
in Droughts and unſeaſonable and exceſſive Rains, muſt 


be 
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be to aff us, his moral End muſt be by this Affliction 
to corref# us. That as his natural End in ſeaſonable and 
revivins Showers is our Advantage, his moral End muſt 
be thereby to dige us: And as in his conſtituting Na- 
ture ne deſigned and made the ormer kind of Diſpenſa- 
tion afflictive, and the latter beneficial, and ſees they are; 
ſo he Fnows the natural and moral Sentiments and Diſpoſi- 
tions he has made them have a natural Pendency to raiſe 
up in us and lead us to: And theſe muſt be his wiſe and 
moral Views in ſending them. 

In particular therefore, they are ſuch as theſe—— 

To cure us of thoſe Degrees of Atheiſm, that are apt 
to grow upon us in a conſtant Courſe of agreeable and 
fruitful Seaſons, and lead us to conſider and fee his con- 
ſtant Operations, Being, and Perfections, both in theſe 
and other of his Works of Nature To raiſe up in us an 
anſwerable Admiration, Eſteem, and Reverence of him.— 
To move us to pay him that Reſpect and Homage which 
are his Due, both on account of his eſſential Excellen- 
cies, natural and moral, and of his wondrous Works both 
of Creation and continual Providence, 

In a ſcorching Drought, to convince us of our intire 
and conſtant Dependence on him in theſe particular Ope- 
rations of Nature.—To make us feel and fee him afflict- 
ing and chaſtizing us, and apprehend his awful Power, 
Juſtice, and Diſpleaſure therein.—To ſtir us up to conſider 
our Relations, Obligations, and various Duties and Be- 
haviours to him. To excite us to a ſerious, diligent and 
impartial Search both of our Hearts and Lives, that we 
may diſcover our Sins of Commiſſion and Omiſſion in all 
their Kinds, Numbers, Aggravations and evil Nature, 
Fruit and Tendency.— To move us to lament, confeſs 
and forſake them, to humble ourſelves before him, reſolve 
on Amendment, and implore his Mercy. 

And as for us ho live in the Light of the wy 
bring us further on to thoſe peculiar Graces and Duties, 
which this higheſt Revelation of Gop on Earth points 
out and requires us to ſeek and labour after : Such as the 
ſan#tifying Change of our Hearts as the Source of all Sin- 
cerity and real moral Excellency, and their being broken 
and melted for all our Diſhonours of Gop and inward 
Contrariety to him; our juſtifying him in all his Chaſ- 
tiſements, and our loathing and condemning ourſelves 
before him; our hating and renouncing every Sin both 
in Heart and Life; our Defire of mortifying every Ine 
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clination thereto as offenſive to him, of being recon- 
ciled to him as the higheſt and beſt of Beings, of being 


| conformed to him in Holineſs, and of glorifying him by 


univerſal Obedience; our rejoicing in CHRIsT the Me- 
diator, our earneſt Application to him to reconcile us to 
Gop, and procure us every Blefling ; our hearty em- 


bracing him in all his Offices, and our truſting in him 


to diſcharge them for us; yea thro' him our returning 
to Gop in the higheſt Affection, and giving ourſelves 
intirely to him in an everlaſting Covenant; imploring 
not only Pardon and temporal Help in the preſent Diffi- 
culty, but alſo his perpetual Friendſhip, with his effectual 
SPIRIT to keep from every Sin, mortify every corrupt 
Affection, grow in every Grace, abound in every Duty, 
and freely and faithfully ſerve him for ever; and then 
humbly and patiently waiting for all theſe Mercies. 

And laſtly, upon anſwering our Prayers, kindly chang- 
ing the Courſe of his Diſpenſations towards us, and giy- 
ing us ſeaſonable and ſuitable Showers ;—Then to riſe in 
lively T hankfulneſs, and Love, and Praiſes; and proceed 
in all other due Acknowledgements of our Obligations to 
him. 

Theſe are plainly the moral Ends of theſe his providen- 
tial Operations, as the very Nature of Things, as well as 
the inſpired Scriptures, fully ſhew, had I Time to men- 
tion them. But I muſt now conclude with ſome 


IMPROVEMENT, 


IJ. Let us then learn 10 ſee the Operations of Gon in 
Nature, with his Being, and various natural Perfections; 
in particular his Preſence, Underſtanding, Knowledge, 
Wiſdom, and active Power appearing in them. 

It is even contrary to the real Truth and ConneRion 
of Things, as well as that Reſpe& we owe the ſole Cr t- 
ATOR and Preſerver, Owner, Lord and Ruler of the 
Univerſe, to look on the Operations of natural Cauſes as 
Operations without his continual Influence, Support and 
Guidance, If we therefore had a due and realizing View 
of Things, we ſhould view them as Inftruments in his 
upholding, acting and directing Hands, which he conti- 
nually uſes to accompliſh his innumerable and wiſe De- 
ſigns among his Creatures, 

All the Operations of Nature round about us are his 
@ntinual Actions: And in every lucid Ray and Spark 
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we ſhould ſee a Glimpſe: of his univerſal Power and Pre- 
ſence, as well as in every glowing Fire, and in every Streak 
of Lightning. In the diamond Drops of Dew on the 
morning Herbs, we ſhould ſee *tis he that glitters in 
them, as well as in the Stars of Heaven. When we look and 
ſee the Moon and Sun, we ſhould ſee their Maker ſhining 
in them, and how he covers himſelf with Light as with a 
Garment, So we ſhould ſee him acting in the falling of 
every Drop and Atom, in the boiling of every Spring, in 
the running of every Courſe of Water, in the moving of 
every Wave, in the growing of every Spire of Graſs : 
We ſhould perceive him in every Breeze of Air, as well 
as in every Pulſe of Life: And we ſhould hear him in 
every Rill and Wind, as well as in the Roaring of the 
Sea, and the Voice of Thunder. 

But we ſhould eſpecially ſee his natural Operations in 
Droughts and Rains, and in all the conſpiring Actions of 
their inſtrumental Cauſes, as we have before deſcribed ; 
and view them with religious Wonder, Delight and Ve- 
neration, 

II. Let us endeavour alſo to ſee his moral Government 
and Excellence, in particular his Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Juſ- 
tice, Truth, and Holineſs, with his moral Ends in theſe 
Diſpenſations. 

In afflictive Droughts, we ſhould ſee his Holineſi, or 
Hatred of Sin, in thoſe natural Signs of his Diſpleaſure 
his ana in chaſtizing us—and, as we live in the Light 
of Inſpiration, his Truth in anſwering thoſe Intimations 
he has given in Scripture of executing this particular 
Judgment, for acting and perſiſting in Contrariety to 
him; it being by Inſpiration only that the Truth of Gop 
can be diſplayed, Yea, in correcting with this kind of 
Diſcipline, he ſhews, and we ſhould ſee, his Goodneſs; as 
*tis uſeful to convince us of our Dependance on him, that 
none but he can help us, and ſo reduce and bring us to 
implore his Mercy; but much more ſtill in anſwering 
our worthleſs Prayers, and giving needful Showers in our 
Extremity—And in all, his /7/dom in diſplaying and glo- 
rifying both his Excellencies and his Government both 
natural and moral, promoting our Conviction and Vene- 
ration of them, with our preſent and everlaſting Intereſt, 
and accompliſhing a Multitude of other wiſe Deſigns a- 
mong his Creatures. | 

And as he has a great Variety of Ends both natural and 
moral in the very ſame Actions; ſo in his need 
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Rains, we ſhould ſee him making the Vegetables wither 
and fail in Fruitfulneſs, the Beaſts decline in Fleſh and 
Strength, and fo leſs fit for Food or Labour; and all to 
terminate both in iching and correcting us, and thereby 
awakening us to ſuitable Convictions of his Being, Perfec- 
tions, Providence, our Relation, Obligations and Duties 
to him, Sins againſt him, his Diſpleaſure with us, our 
Intereſt to return and ſeek to be reconciled to him, and 
implore his Mercy ; and exciting us to a becoming Reve- 
rence and Adoration of him, and to all theſe Duties. And 
in his giving ſeaſonable Showers, we ſhould ſee him revi- 
ving the Vegetables and Animals, promoting their Growth 
and Fruitfulneſs, and all to terminate both in reheving and 
obliging us, and thereby exciting our religious Gratitude, 
Eſteem, Love and Praiſe, and every juſt and grateful 
Duty to him. 

Theſe moral Ends of his we ſhould therefore alſo have 
in View continually in theſe Dealings with us, and la- 
bour after an intire, juſt and wiſe Compliance with them : 
Or we behave unnaturally; i. e. directly contrary to our 
moral Nature, Obligations, Intereſt and Reaſon ; as well 
as the apparent Tokens of the wiſe, good, juſt and holy 
Will of our Sovereign RULER, Chaſtiſer, and Bene- 
factor. ä 

III. When we view theſe Things, we ſhould with 
Pleaſure alſo ſee, how exactly the Scriptures ſpeak, and 
75 clearly the Works of Gop in Nature confirm their 

erity. 

For beſides the Paſſages before recited, we may further 
obſerve, — That when the watery Vapours ſpread not in. 
the Part of the Atmoſphere over us, or form not into 
Clouds, or the Clouds only appear without ſhedding a 
Shower, and then break away, and let the parching Sun 
pour out his inſufferable Heat on the thirſty Earth, and 
no Winds from other Quarters round us bring any Supply; 
then we ſhould look up to Gop, and hear him ſpeaking 
with ſome Diſpleaſure, as in Amos iv. 7. I have witholden 
the Rain from you; and as in 1/a. I. 2. J make the Rivers 
a Wilderneſs: And then own to him as Solomon, 1 Kings 
viii. 35. When Heaven is ſhut up, and there is no Rain, 
becauſe they have ſinned againſt thee. 

When the Vapours riſe, and gather in thick Clouds, 
and the Lightning flaſhes with irreſiſtible Power, let us 
then lift up our believing Eyes, and ſee Gop in them: 
Let us hear him ſpeak with Majeſty and Terror, as in 


Ja. 


4 


yy 


in DRovcnHTs and RAINS. 31 


Tſa. I. 3. I clath the Heaven with Blackneſs : And then 
believe and own as the Prophet, 4 x. 13. When he ut- 
tereth his Voice, there is a Multitude of Waters in the 
Heavens, and be cauſeth the Vapours to aſcend from the Ends 
of the Earth; he maketh Lightnings with Rain ; he bring- 
eth forth ths Wind out of his Treaſures, So Chap. li. 16. 

hen the deſired Rain comes down,——T hen let us 
further ſee and ſpeak of God with Eliphas, as in Jab v. 
10, 11. Who giveth Rain on the Earth, and ſendeth Wa- 
ters on the Fields, to ſet up on high thoſe that be low, that 
thoſe who mourn may be exalted to Safety. 

When the Showers deſcend on ſome particular Places, 
and paſs by or ſtop before they arrive at others; — Then 
let us with humble Submiſſion hear the ſupreme Orderer 
of them ſay, as in Amos iv. 7, 8. I cauſed it to rain on one 
City, and cauſed it not to rain on another City : ene Piece 
was rained upen; and the Piece whereon it rained not, 
withered :— Yet bave ye not returned unto me, ſaith the 
LorD. 

And when the Rains are plenteous and general ;—let 
us then gratefully ſee and ſing as King David with the Con- 
gregation of //rae!, in Pal. Ixviii. q. Thou, O GOD, did 
ſend a plentiful Rain, whereby thau didſt confirm thy weary 
Heritage. 

While we ſee the Corn and Graſs dying, and the 
Drought continuing, and growing more intenſe ; let us 
ſee the burning of the Divine Diſpleaſure, and ſay as he, 
in Fer. xii. I, 3. Righteous art tbau, O LORD, Hi ling 
ſhall the Land mourn, and the Herbs of every Field wither, 


for the Wickedneſs of them that dwell therein! And when 


we ſee the Rain deſcending and reviving the Plants and 
Animals, and cauſing them to grow and flouriſh ; then 
let us ſpeak of Gop, and 0 him, as they in P/al. civ. 
13,—15. He watereth the Hills from his Chambers; the 
Earth is ſatisfied with the Fruit of thy Works: He cauſeth 
the Graſs to grow for the Cattle, and Herb for the Service 
of Man ; that he may bring firth Fo:d out of the Earth, 
and Wine to make glad the Heart of Man, and Oil to make 
Bis Face to ſhine, and Bread to ſtrengthen the Heart of Man. 

IV. Let us now conſider theſe various Works of Gop, 
both as to his natural and moral Diſpenſations to us in the 
preſent Summer — The moſt remarkable on theſe Accounts 
we have ever known, . 

Let us remember how greatly he diſtreſſed us in the late 
molt extraordinary long, extreme, deſtroying unify, 
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and in many Places Swarms of various Sorts of Inſects de- 
vouring all before them. I have met with none that re- 
members the like Diſtreſs, The firſt Crop of Hay which 
was our Chief, yea with many the ſole Dependance, to 
ſupport the Cattle for our five Months foddering Seaſon, 
ſo far cut off, that moſt of the People had but a fourth 
Part, many but a fifth, many but a zenth of what they 
uſed to mow ;z and many nene at all, being obliged to turn 
their Cattle into their only mowing Ground to keep them 
from periſhing : And how affecting was it to ſee them 
empty, pining, and go lowing about for want of Food ; 
their Owners pitying, but unable to help them. 

In many Parts of the Land, we ſaw innumerable Swarms 
of Worms and Graſboppers concurring to devour the re- 
maining Herbage In many, both the Beans, Peaſe, 
Oats, and Barley withering up: In many, various Sorts 
of Vermin deſtroying the Flax, the Potatoes, Turnips, and 
other Eatables : In ſome, Millions of /:ttle Worms con- 
ſuming the neceſlary Leaves of Trees in Orchards : 
In others, Multitudes of larger Worms cutting off the Roots 
of our Indian Corn, the main Subſiſtence of the People: 
The Face of the Ground ſcorched to a reddiſh Hue: — 
The Brooks, Springs, and many Wells and Rivers dried 
away — The Roots of the Grafs ſo burnt, as they 
ſeemed irreparable, and the remaining Corn folding up, 
and at the Point of periſhing, 

Never were thoſe affecting Paſſages in Foel i. and Jer. 
xiv. more pertinent to us than in that diſtreſſing Seaſon. 

And all the while we were languiſhing under the ex- 
tream Affliction, Gop was railing up as great a Quantity 
of Waters out of the Sea into the Air as uſual : Even in ten 
Miles of the Light- Houſe, on every Day above nine hun- 
dred thouſand Tuns; and in an hundred Miles, on every Day 
above ninety millions (x); but directing them to other 
Luarters, and not permitting the Winds to bring them 
over us; or if they did, he drove them on to other Parts 
of the Atmoſphere beyond us, kept up the Heat and Ex- 
panſion here, and would not ſuffer the Vapours to join in 
Drops and Showers on our parched Land. 

Let us never forget our great Extremity, our growing 

Difficulties, our threatning Dangers, our affecting 2 


(x) To keep within Bounds, I take but half rhe Circles of 10 and of 100 
Miles Radius : and whereas Dr, Halley found the Sun exhales in a ſquare Mile 
every warm Day 6914 Tuns; I here take no more than 6000 in every ſquare 
Mile. And the like may be aid, of any 10 or 100 Miles of any Part of the 
Sea Shoars, or great Bays of all the Britiſb Provinces and Colonies, 
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ſpect of loſing half our Stocks ; being obliged to ſend not 


only five hundred Miles to Penſylvania, but even to Eng- 


land above three thouſand, neither of which was ever done 


before, for Hay, to ſave ſome of our Cattle alive. 
Yea, the Proſpect of more diſtreſſing want of Bread for 
Ourſelves and Children; neither having it, nor wherewith 
to purchaſe it. | 

t us remember how awful the Diſpleaſure of Gop 
appeared ; and how we humbled ourſelves before him, 
faſted, confeſſed our Sins, and cried for Mercy. Thurſday 
June 15th was our Day of general Faſting and Prayer 
throughout the Province. 

And now behold in what a wonderous Manner he has 
heard and anſwered ; given us gentle and moderate Shawers, 
almoſt every other Day, with moſt ſuitable Intervals of 
warm Weather, revived many of thaſe Fruits of the Earth 
which ſeemed irrecoverable, cauſing them ſurprizingly to 
flouriſh, that we are like them that dream; deſtroying 
the devouring Inſecis, and even giving the Hopes of a 
plenteous Harvett ! 

V. And laſtly, Let us now conſider what great Obliga- 
tions we are thereby under to this SOVEREIGN BEING, 
who has thus kindly anſwered us, even exceeded. our 
Prayers and Hopes, and what are the Duties we indiſpen- 
ſibly owe him. 

And here we ſhould ſee— That this Kindneſs of his 
is not becauſe we have in the leaſt Degree deſerved it, 
but quite the contrary: That it therefore flows from his 
mere Sovereign Grace thro*' CHRISH the Mediator : 
That it is to teſtify his approving our paying a Part of 
our due Homage to him in our Humiliations and In- 
treaties in this probationary State; and to. fignify how 
much more acceptable would be our cordial, univerſal, 
and continual Homage, and how extremely to our Ad- 
vantage. | 

Our irt Duty then, even of every one among us, 
and of this whole obliged People, muſt be to be ex- 
ceeding thankful to him, and moſt heartily to bleſs 
and praiſe him To ſing, as David and his People in 


| 1/0 v. I, 2, 9, —e. Praiſe waiteth for thee, O Gop, 
c. | ; 


Yea, our further Obligations—are moſt highly and fer- 
vently to love him, to forſake every Sin, and avoid every 
Thing offenſive to him, eſpecially the abuſe of the Fruits 
of his Goodneſs—to devote ourſelves thro! CHRIST 52 

tirely 
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tirely to him for ever : and make it our Bufineſs and De- 
hght to do whatever pleaſes him, keeping in View his 

lory as our higheſt End, and his revealed Will as our 
unvaried Rule to value his Favour above every Crea- 


ture, and never reſt 'till we know we have an Inte- 


reſt in it as alſo to reverence, adore, ſeek and truſt 
in him for the future.—Laſtly, to conſider our Miſery 
under the moral Drought or want of celeſtial Influences ; 
to get a more affecting Senſe of this far more great and 
fatal Calamity ; and to implore with unceaſing Importu- 
nity the Sovereign Grace of Gop to deliver us from it, 
by ſhowering down the heavenly Rain, or thoſe efficacious 
Influences of his HoLy SPIRIT, which will revive 
and waſh our Souls, and produce the Fruits of Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs, and Joy abundantly throughout the 
Land. Hof. x. 12. It is Time to ſeek the LORD, till he 
come and rain Righteouſneſs upsn you. 

And, to conclude, Let us long for, and joy in the 
Eroſpect of the moſt happy and univerſal Reign of CHRIST 
a-coming on this lower World: And whenever we feel 
a natural Drought, or ſee a Shower, let us with Pleaſure 
think on thoſe reviving Predictions of HIM in Pſal. Ixxii. 
6, 7,—16, 17. He ſhall come down like Rain upon the 
mown Graſs, or Shawers that water the Earth : In his Days 
ſhall the Righteous flouriſh, and Abundance of Peace |ſo 
lung as the Moon endureth : There ſhall be an Handful of 
Corn in the Earth, upon the Top of the Mountains ; the 
Fruit thereof ſhall ſhake like Lebanon, and they of the City 
ſhall flouriſh lite Graſs of the Earth: His Name ſhall endure 
for ever ; His Name ſhall be continued as ling as the Sun; 
and Men ſhall be bleſſed in Him; all Nations ſhall call Him 


The two follnuing Sermons, by the ſame AUTHOR, may 
be had of JohN LEWIS in Pater-noſter-Row, near 


Cheapſide, viz. 


I. On the taking of CarE-BRIToW. The Fifth Edi- 
tion. Price 4 d. 


II. On the Glorious Victory near CULLoDENn : Be- 
ing a clear and conciſe Hiſtory of the late Rebellion in 
Scotland. Price 6 d. 


Note, Theſe three Diſcourſes, bound together, may be 
had for Two Shillings, 


Lately publiſhed, neatly bound with gilt Leaves, and printed on as good Letter 
as any Field's Bible, Price 25. 

1 of the HOLY BIBLE. To which is prefixed, A Brief 

Account of the Hiſtory and Excellency of the Scripture, By ALE X- 

ANDER CRUDEN, M. A. Author of the Concordance to the Bible, 


Printed and Sold by F. Lewis in Pater-noſter- Row, near Cheapſiae. 
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